SERMON NOTES - Revelation 17-19 - Babylon

Revelation 16:19 and 14:8 have already declared Babylon’s fall. Now we get more detail about this
world power, its fall, and its relationship to the beast and other world powers.

Revelation 17 :1-18 - "1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked
with me, saying to me, "Come, | will show you the judgement of the great harlot who sits on many
waters, 2 "with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." 3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the
wilderness. And | saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy,
having seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and
the filthiness of her fornication. 5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 |
saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And
when | saw her, | marvelled with great amazement. 7 But the angel said to me, "Why did you
marvel? | will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the
seven heads and the ten horns. 8 "The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of
the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names
are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that
was, and is not, and yet is. 9 "Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman sits. 10 "There are also_seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and
the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. 11 "The beast that
was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is going to perdition. 12 "The
ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive
authority for one hour as kings with the beast. 13 "These are of one mind, and they will give their
power and authority to the beast. 14 "These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called,
chosen, and faithful." 15 Then he said to me, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 16 "And the ten horns which you saw on the beast,
these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire.* 17
"For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 "And the woman whom you saw is that
great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.""

* This last is probably at the halfway (3% yr) mark as they give their authority to the beast
thereafter. The Antichrist will not tolerate any worship except of himself: “The son of perdition, who
opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he sits in the
temple of God, showing himself that he is God” (2 Thess 2:4).

Revelation 18:1-24 - "1 After these things | saw another angel coming down from heaven, having
great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a loud
voice, saying, "Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen*, and has become a dwelling place of demons,
a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 "For all the nations
have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of
her luxury." 4 And | heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you
share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. 5 "For her sins have reached to heaven, and
God has remembered her iniquities. 6 "Render to her just as she rendered to you, and repay her
double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for her. 7 "In the
measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and
sorrow; for she says in her heart, 'l sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.' 8
"Therefore her plagues will come in one day--death and mourning and famine. And she will be
utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her.

9 "The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and
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lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10 "standing at a distance for fear of her
torment, saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment
has come.' 11 "And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their
merchandise anymore: 12 "merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen
and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of
object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 13 "and cinnamon and incense, fragrant
oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and
bodies and souls of men. 14 "The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the
things which are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 15
"The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear of her
torment, weeping and wailing, 16 "and saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine
linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 17 'For in one
hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as
many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 18 "and cried out when they saw the smoke of her
burning, saying, 'What is like this great city?' 19 "They threw dust on their heads and cried out,
weeping and wailing, and saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea
became rich by her wealth! For_in one hour she is made desolate.' 20 "Rejoice over her, O heaven,
and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has avenged you on her!" 21 Then a mighty angel
took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "Thus with violence the
great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore. 22 "The sound of
harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of
any craft shall be found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you
anymore. 23 "The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and
bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for
by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. 24 "And in her was found the blood of prophets and
saints, and of all who were slain on the earth.""

* Rev 14:8 NKJV - "8 And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great
city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.™

Revelation 19:1-21 - "1 After these things | heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven,
saying, "Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honour and power belong to the Lord our God! 2 "For
true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the
earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her." 3
Again they said, "Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!" 4 And the twenty-four elders and
the four living creatures fell down and worshipped God who sat on the throne, saying, "Amen!
Alleluia!" 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, "Praise our God, all you His servants and
those who fear Him, both small and great!"

6 And | heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 "Let us be
glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready." 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for
the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those
who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!' " And he said to me, "These are the true
sayings of God." 10 And | fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "See that you do not do
that! | am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

11 Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of
fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself.
13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And
the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen. white and clean, followed Him on white horses.* 15 Now
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will
rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS. 17 Then | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice,
saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of
the great God, 18 "that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty
men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave,
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both small and great." 19 And | saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered
together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast
was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he
deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These
two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the
sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled
with their flesh."

*Rev 17:14 NKJV - "14 "These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them,
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and
faithful.""

THE CHRISTIANS’ JUDGEMENT - THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

Jn 3:18 NKJV - ""He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."
Jn 5:24 NKJV - ""Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has passed from death into
life."

2 Cor 5:10 NKJV - "For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad."

Rom 14:10-12 NKJV - "But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your
brother? For we shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ. For it is written: "As | live, says
the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." So then each of
us shall give account of himself to God."

1 Cor 3:12-15 NKJV - "Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he
has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but
he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire."

THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB - See Matt 22:1-14, Matt 25:1-13
OUR RESURRECTION BODIES -

1 Cor 15:52 - "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."

1Co 15:35 - But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they
come?”

1Jn 3:2 - when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

Phil 3:21 - [Christ] will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body...
1 Cor 15:42-44 - "42 The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in
dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body." See 1 Cor 15:35-41 for more info on different types of bodies.

REFERENCES TO ARMAGEDDON AT DIFFERENT STAGES THROUGH REVELATION -

The 6th Trumpet - Rev 9:13 - 200 Million army at the Euphrates that kill % mankind
The “beast” perspective - Rev 14:14-20 after the cosmic battle and the beast

The 6th bowl - Rev 16:12-16

The “Babylon” perspective here above - after the marriage of the lamb - Rev 19:11-21

SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE 6th & 7th SEAL, THE 7th TRUMPET & THE 7th BOWL -

e 6th SEAL - Revelation 6:12-17 - 12 | looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
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like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is
shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every
mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men,
the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of
the Lamb! 17 “For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

e 7th SEAL - Revelation 8:5 - "Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and
threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake."

e 7th TRUMPET - Revelation 11:19 - "Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark
of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an
earthquake, and great hail."

e 7th BOWL - Revelation 16:18, 21 - "18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings;
and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred
since men were on the earth. ... 21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone
about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that
plague was exceedingly great."
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Small group discussion guidelines

Remember that the aim of the small group is to foster discussion and
community, rather than for the leader or one individual to preach to everyone.
1 - often an Icebreaker question is a great way to start discussion. You

could ask a question like:
e What were the highs or lows of your week?
e \What is your earliest memory?
e |fyou had to describe yourself as one animal, what would it be and why?
e \What is your favourite type of holiday destination?

2 - Next, read the passage. You can ask various people in the group to help
by each reading a portion of the passage.

3 - These are the main questions to ask to understand the passage:

e What is the main message of this talk / passage?
Allow discussion and even diverging from the main topic if it is helpful.

e What did you find particularly helpful or challenging?
e What did you not fully understand?

e What can we do PRACTICALLY in response to this teaching?

£

Close by offering prayer for each person.

Ask, “how can we pray for you / each other now?”
Ask each person to pray or you, as leader, pray for each person’s need

The blessing and opportunity in Small Groups is the possibility for...
e FEach person to contribute and/or ask questions,
e People to pray for each other and to ask for prayer,
e People tolearn to use and grow in their gifts,
e Community, friendship and intimacy in relationships.

God Bless you in this very important ministry.
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