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Revelation 4-5: The Seven Seals 

INTRODUCTION:  
Overview of revelation and reference to Daniel and Matt 24. How the seals, trumpets and bowls 
interrelate. 
Today is a big one, because we see the whole tribulation period in a first flyover through the seven seals. 
Later there will be more detail given. The seals were sealed up in Daniel 12:4,9, and Jesus was the only one 
able to open them (Rev 5:5).  
 

Revelation 6:1-17 -  
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I 
heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like 
thunder, "Come and see."  
 
SEAL 1 ANTICHRIST - 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. 
He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and 
he went out conquering and to conquer.  
 
SEAL 2 WAR - 3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, "Come and see." 4 Another horse, 
fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it 
to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one 
another; and there was given to him a great sword.  
 
SEAL 3 FAMINE - 5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the 
third living creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and 
behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in 
his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the 
wine."  
 
SEAL 4 PESTILENCE - 7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see." 8 
So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who 
sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power 
was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, 
with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.  
 
SEAL 5 MARTYRS - 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 
God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until 
You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?"  
11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said 
to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the 

Matthew 24:3:  
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to Him privately, 
saying, "Tell us, when will these things 
be? And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?"  
 
4 And Jesus answered and said to them: 
"Take heed that no one deceives you.  
5 "For many will come in My name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive 
many.  
6 "And you will hear of wars and rumours 
of wars. See that you are not troubled; 
for all these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet. 
7 "For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.  
 
And there will be famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes in various places. 
8 "All these are the beginning of 
sorrows. 
9 "Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation and kill you, and you will be 
hated by all nations for My name's sake. 
  
3 ½ Year Mark. ABOMINATION, MARK OF 
BEAST, GREAT TRIBULATION 
15 "Therefore when you see the 
'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 
place" (whoever reads, let him 
understand),  
16 "then let those who are in Judea flee 
to the mountains. ...  
21 "For then there will be great 
tribulation, such as has not been since 
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number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would 
be killed as they were, was completed.  
 
SEAL 6 HEAVENLY SIGNS - 12 I looked when He opened the sixth 
seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like 
blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then 
the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 
mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15 And the 
kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the 
commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, 
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 
16 and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us 
from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath 
of the Lamb! 17 "For the great day of His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?"  

the beginning of the world until this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. ...  
 
29 "Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light; the stars 
will fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. 30 "Then the 
sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 31 
"And He will send His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.  
 
THE RAPTURE - 1 Thess 4:16-17  
  

 

 

Revelation 7:1-17 -  
1 After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not 
blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.  
2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of 
the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to 
whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,  
3 saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have 
sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." 
 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and 
forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were 
sealed:  
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 
Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve 
thousand were sealed;  
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 
Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve 
thousand were sealed;  
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 
Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve 
thousand were sealed;  
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 
Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve 
thousand were sealed.  
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no 
one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing 

The beginning of all Israel being 
saved - the Jewish 144K (Rom 
11:26)  
 
Zech 12:10 - "And I will pour on 
the house of David and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit 
of grace and supplication; then 
they will look on Me whom they 
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for 
Him as one mourns for his only 
son, and grieve for Him as one 
grieves for a firstborn.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship by the saved - “Out of 
the tribulation”  
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before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 

10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 All the angels stood around 
the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honour and power and might, 
Be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 13 Then one of the elders 
answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and 
where did they come from?" 14 And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he 
said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 
and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and 
night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among 
them. 16 "They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun 
shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst 
of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of 
waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  

Revelation 8:1-2 NKJV -  
1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour. 
2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were 
given seven trumpets.   

The seventh seal = the start of 
trumpets  

Dan 9:24 - 24 "Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the 
transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting 
righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy. 
Dan 9:27 - Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He 
shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes 
desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate." 
Dan 7:25 -...the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time. 
Dan 12 (all of it) but especially Dan 12:4, 9 - 4 "But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until 
the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase." ... 9 And he said, "Go your 
way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.  

POINTS TO APPLY:  

●  He has it all under control & He wins in the end  
●  We’re not there yet  
●  Be ready for tribulation and hardship - Warfare is part of life and of our Christian walk  
●  Heaven on earth now is our life and our mandate - Lk 17:20-21, Mat 6:10, Phil 3:20  
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Remember that the aim of the small group is to foster discussion and community, rather than for the 

leader or one individual to preach to everyone. 

 

1 - Often an Icebreaker question is a great way to start discussion. You        could ask a question like: 

● What were the highs or lows of your week? 

● What is your earliest memory? 

● If you had to describe yourself as one animal, what would it be and why? 

● What is your favourite type of holiday destination? 
 
 

2 - Next, read the passage. You can ask various people in the group to help by each reading a portion 

of the passage. 

 
 

3 - These are the main questions to ask to understand the passage: 

● What is the main message of this talk / passage? 

Allow discussion and even diverging from the main topic if it is helpful. 

 
● What did you find particularly helpful or challenging? 

 
● What did you not fully understand? 

 
● What can we do PRACTICALLY in response to this teaching? 

 
 

4 - Close by offering prayer for each person. 

● Ask, “how can we pray for you / each other now?” 

● Ask each person to pray or you, as leader, pray for each person’s need 
 

The blessing and opportunity in Small Groups is the possibility for... 

● Each person to contribute and/or ask questions, 

● People to pray for each other and to ask for prayer, 

● People to learn to use and grow in their gifts, 

● Community, friendship, and intimacy in relationships. 

 
God Bless you in this very important ministry. 
 
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDES 


