SERMON NOTES - Revelation 20 - Millenium and Judgement

Revelation 20:1-15 - "1 Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, having
the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the
dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and
set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the
thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a
little while.

4 And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgement was committed to
them. Then | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to
Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image,
and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they
lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were
finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in
the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his
prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is
as the sand of the sea. 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down
from God out of heaven and devoured them. 10 The devil, who deceived them,
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false
prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

11 Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And
| saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.
13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up
the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his
works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire."
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Ezekiel 36:35 NKJV - "35 "So they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become like the
garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited."

Isaiah 11:4-9 NKJV - "4 But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity

for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath
of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And
faithfulness the belt of His waist. 6 "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie
down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little child
shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down together;
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, And
the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My
holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the
sea."
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Isaiah 65:17-25 NKJV - "17 "For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth; And the former
shall not be remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what | create;
For behold, | create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a joy. 19 | will rejoice in
Jerusalem, And joy in My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the
voice of crying. 20 "No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man who
has not fulfilled his days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one
hundred years old shall be accursed. 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not
plant and another eat; For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labour in vain, Nor bring forth children
for trouble; For they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring
with them. 24 "It shall come to pass That before they call, | will answer; And while they are still
speaking, | will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like
the ox, And dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain," Says the LORD."

Isaiah 2:2-4, Zechariah 14

THE CHRISTIANS’ JUDGEMENT - THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

Jn 3:18 NKJV - ""He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."
Jn 5:24 NKJV - ""Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has passed from death into
life."

2 Cor 5:10 NKJV - "For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad."

Rom 14:10-12 NKJV - "But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for
your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ. For it is written: "As |
live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." So
then each of us shall give account of himself to God."

1 Cor 3:12-15 NKJV - "Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire."

OUR RESURRECTION BODIES -

1 Thess 4:16-17 — For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1 Cor 15:52 - "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."

1Co 15:35 - But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they
come?”

1 Jn 3:2 - when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

Phil 3:21 - [Christ] will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body...
1 Cor 15:42-44 - "42 The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in
dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 |t is sown a
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." See 1 Cor 15:35-41 for more info on different types of
bodies.
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Small group discussion guidelines

Remember that the aim of the small group is to foster discussion and
community, rather than for the leader or one individual to preach to everyone.
1 - often an Icebreaker question is a great way to start discussion. You

could ask a question like:
e What were the highs or lows of your week?
e \What is your earliest memory?
e |fyou had to describe yourself as one animal, what would it be and why?
e \What is your favourite type of holiday destination?

2 - Next, read the passage. You can ask various people in the group to help
by each reading a portion of the passage.

3 - These are the main questions to ask to understand the passage:

e What is the main message of this talk / passage?
Allow discussion and even diverging from the main topic if it is helpful.

e What did you find particularly helpful or challenging?
e What did you not fully understand?

e What can we do PRACTICALLY in response to this teaching?

£

Close by offering prayer for each person.

Ask, “how can we pray for you / each other now?”
Ask each person to pray or you, as leader, pray for each person’s need

The blessing and opportunity in Small Groups is the possibility for...
e FEach person to contribute and/or ask questions,
e People to pray for each other and to ask for prayer,
e People tolearn to use and grow in their gifts,
e Community, friendship and intimacy in relationships.

God Bless you in this very important ministry.
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