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The Father’s Promise 

Acts 1:4-8 -And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; 
5 "for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now."  
6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" 
7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own 
authority.  
8 "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  
 
Acts 2:1-4 - 1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 
where they were sitting.  
3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues , as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.  
 
Promise of the Father - cf Lk 24:49 & Gal 3:14 
Joel 2:28 - "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your  
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see 
visions. 29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.  
 
Isaiah 32:1, 15-17 - 1 Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, And princes will rule with justice. ...  
15 Until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, And the wilderness becomes a fruitful field, And the 
fruitful field is counted as a forest.  
16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, And righteousness remain in the fruitful field.  
17 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance 
forever.  
 
Ezekiel 36:26-27 - 26 "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of 
stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  
27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and 
do them.  

Numbers 11:25-26, 29 - 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit 
that was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and it happened, when the Spirit rested 
upon them, that they prophesied, although they never did so again. 
29 Then Moses said to him, "Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all the LORD's people were prophets and 
that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!"  

1 Samuel 10:6, 10 - "Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and 
be turned into another man. ...  
10 When they came there to the hill, there was a group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God 
came upon him, and he prophesied among them.  
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1 Samuel 19:20-21, 23-24 - 20 Then Saul sent messengers to take David. And when they saw the group of 
prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as leader over them, the Spirit of God came upon the 
messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied.  
21 And when Saul was told, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. Then Saul sent 
messengers again the third time, and they prophesied also. ...  
23 So he went there to Naioth in Ramah. Then the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on and 
prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah.  
24 And he also stripped off his clothes and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all 
that day and all that night. Therefore they say, "Is Saul also among the prophets?"  
 
Acts 2:33 - "Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.  
 
Acts 2:17-18 - 'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all 
flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall 
dream dreams.  
18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall 
prophesy.  
 
Acts 2:38-39 - Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39 "For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God 
will call."  

For Us ... follow Jesus - Baby Jesus → Great teacher → Crucified → Resurrected → Upper room → Filled → 
Go Out  

Acts 8:17 
Acts 9:17 
Acts 10:46 
Acts 19:1-6  - 1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper 
regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples  
2 he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so 
much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit."  
3 And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism."  
4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus."  
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  
6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied.  
 
Luke 11:11-13 -"If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for 
a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?  
12 "Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  
13 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!"  
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Remember that the aim of the small group is to foster discussion and community, rather than for the 

leader or one individual to preach to everyone. 

 

1 - Often an Icebreaker question is a great way to start discussion. You        could ask a question like: 

● What were the highs or lows of your week? 

● What is your earliest memory? 

● If you had to describe yourself as one animal, what would it be and why? 

● What is your favourite type of holiday destination? 
 
 

2 - Next, read the passage. You can ask various people in the group to help by each reading a portion 

of the passage. 

 
 

3 - These are the main questions to ask to understand the passage: 

● What is the main message of this talk / passage? 

Allow discussion and even diverging from the main topic if it is helpful. 

 
● What did you find particularly helpful or challenging? 

 
● What did you not fully understand? 

 
● What can we do PRACTICALLY in response to this teaching? 

 
 

4 - Close by offering prayer for each person. 

● Ask, “how can we pray for you / each other now?” 

● Ask each person to pray or you, as leader, pray for each person’s need 
 

The blessing and opportunity in Small Groups is the possibility for... 

● Each person to contribute and/or ask questions, 

● People to pray for each other and to ask for prayer, 

● People to learn to use and grow in their gifts, 

● Community, friendship and intimacy in relationships. 

 
God Bless you in this very important ministry. 
 
 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDES 


