A method for you to use in Daily Bible Study

	Find a quiet place and half an hour when you won’t be disturbed.

	Keep a notepad (electronic or paper) at hand to make notes. Record the date, the passage you are reading and then below make notes as per the below guidelines. The Blue Letter Bible mobile App has a “Notes” section where you can create notes for each passage of scripture you are reading.

	Pray and prepare your heart - 
	Praise God and tell Him how great He is
	Ask God to search you and help you and speak to you through His word - He has promised to do this -  'Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.' Jer 33:3
	“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov 9:10) so your heart attitude matters - we must humbly approach His word with a desire to know what He wants for us.

Open or download the “Blue Letter Bible” site or app. 
	I use the “NKJV” Bible version because each word has a reference to the original Greek or Hebrew behind it so you can find out what each word means, but you can use other versions and / or you can use 2 versions in parallel. 
	Another option in Blue Letter Bible is to set it to “paragraph” mode as opposed to “verse” mode. This will break the passage into small “chunks” that are easier to read so this is a good idea too.
	Read one paragraph or section per day. We suggest you start in the New Testament at first.
	Choose a smaller section - 1, 2, 3 or 4 verses from that paragraph - and focus on these for study for the day 

You are now ready to start. There will be 4 sections to your study time: - 
	OVERVIEW (getting the big picture), 
	SWOOP IN (zooming in on one verse or thought),
	PRACTICE (Changing your life as a result and recording something that will change)
	PRAY (Talking to God about what you’ve learned and making brief notes about what you have prayed)
Let’s look at each of these 4 steps in more detail - and you will need to write notes every day under these 4 headings:

~~~~~ || ~~~~~

	OVERVIEW - ask yourself:
	What is the context of this passage (the passages before and after it)? 
	What did this passage mean to those who first received it?
	Which other large themes in the rest of the Bible does this fit in with? The main themes in the Bible are:
	Relationship with God 
	Relationships with other people (love)
	Righteousness (being right in God’s eyes and living right) versus sin
	Grace versus judgment
	The spirit realm versus the physical realm (Faith)
	Warfare and extending God’s kingdom over the devil’s power
	The great commission and reaching the whole world
	Worship and prayer
	The Church as God’s family and how I can fit in and use my gifts
	How does this passage fit with the bigger picture of Jesus coming to save us from sin and Satan? Even Old Testament passages find their fulfilment in Jesus so it is important to refer everything back to Him, His ministry, death and victory for us. For example, an Old Testament passage about warfare is a precursor showing us how we now fight spiritual forces (no longer flesh and blood people) but Christ’s victory over Satan on the cross makes us able to win)

	SWOOP IN - pick one or two verses for closer study and then one or two words for even closer study. Understand verses and words using the tools in Blue Letter Bible:
	Commentaries tool. “David Guzik” and “Jamieson Fausset Brown” are the best ones to use but bear in mind that they are fallible humans and so may not always be correct. Also, Jamieson, Fausset and Brown lived before the Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit (1906) and so did not know about the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit as we do now, so don’t accept everything they say especially about the Holy Spirit power, gifts and infilling. They also tend to conflate all the gifts in the New Testament as being “Gifts of the Holy Spirit” where the Bible shows not all gifts are “Gifts of the Holy Spirit” as some are Gifts from the Father and some from the son. (1 Cor 12:4-7; Eph 4:8-11; Rom 12:6-8)
	Bible version comparison tool - this compares different translations for the same verse
	Dictionaries tool - to give meanings of certain words
	Interlinear tool - to give the meaning of original Greek and Hebrew words

	PRACTICE - How will this affect my life and thoughts going forward? 
You may say, “How do I know what God is saying to me?” A helpful guideline is that certain facts and truths never change, even though we are reading these words several thousand years later: 
	Truths about God never change - What does this say about God’s character and His will and how does this apply to me today in my daily life, in my relationship with Him, and in my desire to please Him and live for Him?
	Truths about human nature never change - what human characteristics (positive and/or negative) can I see in this passage that applies to me today and how can I change my life as a result?
	Truths about the physical world and the hereafter - the Spiritual realm - never change. What truths have I believed about the world around me that need to be changed based on what God’s word says?
Ask yourself:
	What is the main thing God is TEACHING me today? 
	What is the main way God is GUIDING me today? 
	What is the main thing I need to DO / STOP DOING or how must I THINK differently today? 

	PRAY - Pray and thank God for what He has shown you, commit what you have learned to Him, and ask Him for his help. Record your prayer requests for the day 


MY NOTES

DATE:  ____________________       PASSAGE STUDIED: ____________________________

	OVERVIEW 
What is the context of this passage (the passages before and after it)? ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What did this passage mean to those who first received it? _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which other large themes in the rest of the Bible does this fit in with? _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does this passage fit with the bigger picture of Jesus coming to save us from sin and Satan? ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
	SWOOP IN - Pick a verse or two to study in greater depth.
Which verse/s have you picked and what stands out to you about them?__________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

What one or two words stand out that I can look deeper into? ___________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

What are the Greek / Hebrew words behind these words and what other meanings do they have or what is interesting about their definitions? (Use the “Interlinear” study tool in the program to find the original words behind the English) __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Using the “Dictionary” tool for these words, what does the Bible Dictionary say about them? ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Using the “Cross references” tool, what 2 other verses in the rest of the Bible stand out  and help me understand this verse better? _____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Using the “Commentaries” tool, what does the David Guzik or Jamieson Fausset Brown commentary say about these verses that helps me? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	PRACTICE 
What is the main thing God is TEACHING me today? ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the main way God is GUIDING me today? ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the main thing I need to DO / STOP DOING today? ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	PRAY 
Pray and thank God for what He has shown you, commit what you have learned to Him, and ask Him for his help. 
Prayer requests prayed for today: ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


